


‘ This music comes from an Aussie heart and it seems to be 
in the hearts of so many Aussies,’ says John Williamson in 
typically casual form.

Really, there’s nothing casual about a man who quite clearly  
is the master of his craft and has the uncanny knack to speak  
what’s on our collective minds.

In John Williamson at the Sydney Opera House, you’ll see an 
artist in full flight. Join him in the front row for a concert which  
will make you laugh, take in a serious moment and perhaps even  
shed a tear. 

Recorded on one of the two night concert series at the Sydney  
Opera House accompanied by the Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, the concert shows off an unexpected side to ‘Willo’  
and at the same time recalls everything you’ve come to love 
about the iconic singer, songwriter, guitarist and storyteller.

With the Sydney Symphony Orchestra behind him, John’s music  
jumps and edges into every corner of the room, nudging like  
a playful puppy wanting some attention. Sometimes it  
feels like the roof is just an illusion and the audience really 
are sitting under a blanket of stars in the bush.

With the ever-present campfire at his feet and long-time 
musical companion Col Watson by his side, the set list  
features typical songs like ‘Galleries of Pink Galahs’, ‘Boogie 
with m’ Baby’, ‘Salisbury Street’, ‘Mallee Boy’, ‘Cootamundra 
Wattle’ and of course ‘Old Man Emu’ and ‘True Blue’.

Forty years is a good time to celebrate, especially when it’s  
celebrating four decades as a singer-songwriter in one of the 
world’s toughest businesses. What’s exciting is that John has never 
veered from his vision. He’s held course and continued to sing, 
write and talk about his deep love for the landscape, the urgency to  
preserve it and the things which make us quintessentially Australian.  

The songs are everything from love notes and paeans to the bush 
to protest songs reminding us we need to tread carefully. No 
matter how he does it though, there’s always warmth, sincerity 
and a touch of humour in his words and delivery. John considers 
it’s a victory for all Aussies to see this kind of music orchestrated 
and the trophy is music. 

‘Doing the show was an unbelievable experience which went better 
than I could ever have hoped for,’ says John, ‘I was initially very 
nervous but once I settled in, I had a really great time. Like the 
audience, in places I found myself getting pretty emotional too.  
It was like getting emotional after winning the footy, you get a 
bit sentimental.’

This concert series was a first for John and the October 2010 
recording came hot on the heels of John’s long-awaited induction 
into the ARIA Hall of Fame.

‘I love the fact that there are kids who grew up in this country 
driving around it with their parents and listening to these songs. 
They’ve all invited me in some small way to be part of their family. 
I don’t consider myself a star, I consider myself part of the family.’

Three cheers for a True Blue national treasure. 
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